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From The Mayor's Desk

We are entering the month of June, and with that comes the start of Hurricane Season 2022. The

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Administrator announced that the 2022 Atlantic

hurricane season is predicted to have above-average activity, with a likely range of 14 to 21 named

storms. Preparing for the 2022 Hurricane Season ensures you have critical emergency supplies well

before a storm.

I wanted to remind everyone that now through Friday, June 10th, you can purchase qualifying

disaster preparedness supplies exempt from Florida state sales tax. This includes everything from

batteries to bottled water. I also want to remind everyone to start thinking about their yards and yard

debris. This is an excellent time to start removing anything from your yard that could become

airborne and damage your or your neighbor's home. This includes metal, loose material, plastic, lawn

furniture, and even potted plants. Again the time to plan is now, not when the storm is about to bear

down on us.

On a Town front, I wanted to update you on the road resurfacing project the Town Council recently

approved. Part of the road project is to raise the streets by two inches by adding new millings. One

issue with this, is that many of our roads have sewer maintenance holes in the middle of them. If we

raise the road without dealing with that, it will effectively bury all of the maintenance holes. The

Utility Department ordered risers to extend the maintenance holes up two inches to address this

issue. With supply chain shortages, it took a little longer to get them. However, I am pleased to say

that the risers have arrived, and the Utility Department is preparing to install them. The road

resurfacing project is scheduled to start on Monday, June 20th. I ask you to please be patient with us

as we move through Town as we do expect some short-term road closures. We will be announcing

them in advance and providing alternate routes for residents. I realize this might be frustrating, but

rest assured that the roads will be much better when the project is complete. I appreciate your

patients with our Public Works and Utility crew as they complete this critical project in the Town.

On a Utility Department front, I am pleased to say that we have closed out the RFQ (Request for

Qualifications), for engineering services for our new wastewater treatment plant. I purposely wrote

the request for the RFQ to allow the Town to secure the services of engineering firms for the

wastewater treatment plant and the other projects we have in the works. We received RFQs from five

different engineering firms. On Thursday, June 2nd at 10:00 AM, our Town Clerk, and Town Attorney

and myself will be opening the sealed packets in a public meeting and rating them, so we can present



them to the Welaka Town Council for approval on June 14th. The Town needs engineering services for

the new wastewater treatment plant and stormwater and road engineering. The plan is to possibly

secure services from several engineering firms for various projects we are tackling. I will keep you

updated as we move through this project.

Concerning the American Rescue Plan dollars we received from the Federal Government, we took the

input of our residents and identified important projects of concern to our residents. At the Town

Council Meeting on June 14th, I will provide a recommendation list to the Welaka Town Council to

seek approval for some of these projects. I will update you in the July newsletter on what the Town

Council approved and the timeline for these projects. It is an exciting time in Welaka, with much

getting accomplished. I want to thank all of the residents for your patience as we have moved through

identifying the issues, planning how to address them, and implementing the solutions. With the help

of our Community Advisory Council, Events Committee, Zoning, and Code Enforcement Boards, we

have accomplished so much. I ran for Mayor with the idea of "moving Welaka forward together." This

is precisely what we have done; it is only through the combined efforts of our residents working with

the Town Council and the Mayor's Office, that we have been able to accomplish so much. Whether you

serve on a Board, filled out and submitted a survey, or donated to one of our events, at the end of the

day, you, the residents of Welaka, are the unsung heroes who have been the catalyst to all of the

success of the Town Council and myself as Mayor. I cannot thank you enough for all you do for our

Town.

I do want to take the time to address a concern some residents have expressed to me about our new

Code Enforcement Board and new Officer. Some have expressed concerns that our Code Enforcement

Officer does not do enough. First, let me remind everyone that code enforcement is complaint-driven,

meaning if we get a complaint, we investigate it. Last July, Florida Law changed, and complaints to

code enforcement can no longer be anonymous. If you have a Town code enforcement issue, you have

to submit your name and address to make a complaint. Again this is not our rule; it is a new Florida

Law.

With that being said, I recently presented several abandoned houses in deplorable condition to the

Welaka Town Council and Town Attorney to start the foreclosure process. Most everyone is familiar

with at least two of these houses, located on Palmetto and 7th Avenue by Jefferson Smith Park. These

houses have thousands of dollars of code fines on them, and it's now time to move them forward and

get them torn down. The places we are planning to demolish represent a serious safety concern for the

Town, and as such, we are taking action. I share this with you to let you know that the Town is being

proactive in dealing with issues like this; what we are not doing is going out and actively looking for

code violations. This is where we need your help. I am asking residents to please let us know if you

have a code concern on a property, and we will be happy to investigate it and address any issues. What

I am trying to avoid is turning Welaka into Ponte Vedra Beach where their Code Enforcement Officer

literally goes around with a ruler and measures your grass. I don't think anyone in Welaka wants to go

to that extreme. We want to keep our Town looking nice and clean but not infringe on people's

property rights to the point they no longer enjoy living here. For the Town of Welaka, the happy

balance is to address code complaints from our residents and proactively deal with any matters that

actively pose a serious safety concern for the Town and our residents. With that being said, if you have



a code concern, please reach out to Pauline Kinney at (386) 530-0336 or email her at

codes@welaka-fl.gov, and she will be happy to address your concern(s).

On an event front, I would like to remind and invite everyone to join us for our next Food Truck

Friday event this Friday, June 3rd, at 5:30 PM at Jefferson Smith Park. This will be our 3rd Food

Truck Friday event thus far, and we expect it to be our largest yet. We currently have eleven food

trucks scheduled to be there. We also have a live DJ, Dukk Off Productions, LLC, and the Welaka Fire

Department will be there with their fire truck doing pictures with the kids. So please come out and

join us and tell your friends.

In closing, I hope everyone enjoys the beautiful weather we are having in Welaka and the opportunity

it affords us to get outdoors and enjoy our beautiful Town. If myself or my staff can do anything to

assist you, please never hesitate to give us a call; we stand ready to serve you in any way we can.

Best Regards,

Mayor Jamie Watts

From The Council President

June is here and with it, Father’s Day. The history of Father’s Day goes back to 1908 when a pastor in

West Virginia gave a sermon in June to honor 362 men who had recently been killed in a coal mine

explosion, most of them fathers. Officially, Father’s Day was first celebrated in Washington state in

1910, an effort that was led by Sonora Smart Dodd, one of six children raised by their single dad.

Father’s Day was celebrated nationally after that but didn’t become a federal holiday until 1972.

This year Father’s Day will be bittersweet. Last August I lost my dad to Covid so this will be my first

Father’s Day without him. The month before his death, I had driven over to surprise him for his

birthday, and I am grateful for our last time together. One thing we can be sure of, you can never be

prepared to say goodbye. When you think about it, you never know how much time you have with the

ones you love. So, make every visit, make every day count, and never take for granted the ones you

love or the time you have with them.

Happy Father’s Day to all the amazing dads out there!

In Your Service,

Jessica Finch, Welaka Town Council President

Need A Meeting With Your Mayor?

To schedule a meeting with your Mayor, please go to

www.MayorWatts.com and select the date and time that works for you.

Do You Have News for the Town of Welaka?

PUBLISH IT IN THE WELAKA GAZETTE!
For more information, please contact the Welaka Town Clerk, Meghan Allmon, at

TownClerk@welaka-fl.gov or call her at (386) 524-4010



May’s Recognitions and Proclamations

● Proclamation 2022-06 - Proclaiming May is Cancer Awareness Month

● Proclamation 2022-07 - Mental Health Awareness Month

● Proclamation 2022-08 - Historic Preservation Awareness Month

● Proclamation 2022-09 - National Police Week

● Proclamation 2022-10 - National Public Works Week

If you would like to recognize a Town of Welaka resident for dedicated

community service to our Town, a local student with exceptional grades, or

to nominate a Town resident who is celebrating a landmarked birthday

such as turning 100 years old, please contact our Welaka Town Clerk,

Meghan Allmon, at TownClerk@welaka-fl.gov or call her at (386)

524-4010. We will be happy to recognize them at our next Council

Meeting by public recognition.

Eyeglass Recycling – How You Can Help
South Putnam Lion Club would like to remind you that you can drop your unused

glasses by Welaka Town Hall in the drop-box in the main hallway. Donate glasses and

change someone’s life. Imagine if you could help a child read, an adult to succeed in

their job, or a senior citizen maintaining their independence. Help to provide our

community with more opportunities to grow and thrive.

Need To Report An Issue or Make A

Town Code Violation Complaint?
Need to report a street or parks issue or make a Codes Enforcement Complaint?

Report online at www.TellTownHall.com

Helping Hands of Welaka Toy Drive
Helping Hands of Welaka is collecting toys to give out to the children who attend the

Welaka Christmas Parade & Festival in December of this year. If you would like to

donate, please contact Harriet Vanslyke at (631) 764 - 2308

Sponsor an Event
The Events Committee is seeking sponsors as they plan new events for the

future. Some of the events include having a fireworks show at one of our

events. Like all things, these things cost money. While the town sponsors these

events, we do not have it in the budget to do everything we want to do. If you

know anyone who would like to sponsor any of our events, please reach out to

our Events Committee at events@welaka-fl.gov

mailto:events@welaka-fl.gov






TOWN OF WELAKA CONTACT LIST

Welaka Police Department Mayor's Office

Michael Porath - Police Chief

Direct Line: (386) 524-4015

Town Hall Extension: 107

mporath@welaka-fl.gov

Mayor Jamie Watts

(386) 467-9800 Extension: 101

Direct: 386-524-4009

jwatts@welaka-fl.gov

Welaka Municipal Services

Meghan Allmon - Town Clerk

Direct Line: (386) 524-4010

Town Hall Extension: 102

townclerk@welaka-fl.gov

Welaka Utility Department

Kendrea Welch - Utility Clerk

Direct Line: (386) 524-4016

Town Hall Extension: 103

utility@welaka-fl.gov

Welaka Building Department

Justin Morris - Building Inspector

Direct Line: (386) 524-4013

Town Hall Extension: 105

building@welaka-fl.gov

Welaka Town Council

Council President Jessica Finch

(386) 467-9800 (Option 7, Option 2)

Town Hall Extension: 200

jfinch@welaka-fl.gov

Councilwoman Marianne Milledge

(386) 467-9800 (Option 7, Option 3)

Town Hall Extension: 201

mmilledge@welaka-fl.gov

Councilwoman Tonya Long

(386) 467-9800 (Option 7, Option 4)

Town Hall Extension: 202

tonyalong@welaka-fl.gov

Councilwoman Kathy Washington

(386) 467-9800 (Option 7, Option 5)

Town Hall Extension: 203

kwashington@welaka-fl.gov

Public Works Department

John Stuart - General Maintenance Supervisor

Direct Line: (386) 546-2338

jstuart@welaka-fl.gov

Code Enforcement

Pauline Kinney - Code Enforcement Officer

Direct Line: (386) 530-0336

codes@welaka-fl.gov

Welaka Town Attorney

Patrick Kennedy - Town Attorney

Direct Line: (386) 244-4910

townattorney@welaka-fl.gov

Waste Management

Putnam County

Direct Line: (386) 328-5445




