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  PLEASE HELP CONSERVE 
WATER!  

 
 

  Remember:  Water bill payments can be  
  made anytime of the day or night, even on  
  weekends, by using the “Utility Payment”  
  drop box at the top of the stairs at Town 
  Hall.    

  Clip This                
        
                                                                               

 

 
 

 
 
 

Special Days This Month: 
Sunday, February 2nd – 

Groundhog Day 

 
 

Friday, February 14th – 
Valentine’s Day 

 
 

Friday & Saturday, 
 February 14th & 15th –  

Welaka Springfest 

 
 
 

Monday, February 17th – 
President’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waste Pro 
 
February 3rd –    Garbage, Recycle 
February 10th –   Garbage, Recycle, 
                             Yard Trash  
February 17th –   Garbage, Recycle 
February 24th –   Garbage, Recycle, 
                             Yard Trash 
 
Please call Waste Pro if you have any 
questions at 328-5445.  

Public Meetings 
February 11th, Tues – Zoning Board 
5:30 p.m.; Code Board 5:45 p.m., Town 
Council 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall.  For 
more information call Town Hall at 386-
467-9800. 

 

The Town of Welaka Utility Department is 
available for water and sewer problems 24 
hours a day at 467-8677. 
TDD 800/955-8771 

February Meter  
Readings  

 
February meter readings will begin: 
Monday, February 17th. 
 

Welaka Woman's Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grilled Chicken Dinner 
February 28, 2015 

 
See Club Marquee for 

 

***Pay your Utility Bill 
Online:*** 

https://logicsolbp.com/Town
ofWelaka/login.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 

Valentine’s Day 
Word Search 

 
p    c    r     h    u    k    g    v   c 
 
j     h    h    e    h    o    l     a   s 
 
l     o    v    e    n    m   n    l    r 
 
d    c     t    d    a     d   a    e   e 
 
h    o    c     i    y     r    d   n   w 
 
k    l     u    p    b    r     t    t    o 
 
l     a    v    u    a    d    n    i    l 
  
y    t     s    c    r     r    m   n    f 
 
g    e    r    w   n    a     u    e    o 
 
r    o    m   a    n    c     e    t    q     
 
r    y    r    a    u     r     b    e    f    
 
1.  chocolate            6.  candy 
2.  love                    7.  romance 
3.  flowers               8.  February 
4.  valentine       9.  card 
5.  cupid      10. heart 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TREES 
As you have noticed in the las
t    few Newsletter�s, we are µo
ving forward on a "tree repla
ceµent  project".  At the curre
nt tiµe we have secured nearly
 1,000 trees,and we have placed
 theµ at the Sewer Plant in a µ
anner that      they can be irrig
ated and             attended. 
 
If you desire planting any of    
    these trees, priµarily the Li
ve    Oaks on private property,
           please let us know at To
wn Hall. Mike Stallings, Scout
s' Leader, iscoordinating plan
ting with his      µeµbers.  The T
own will be        involved in pl
anting and               replacing tre
es in the right-of-     ways.  On
e caution in the           beginning, i
f you do plant trees  avail yo
urself to a locate in order tha
t no underground utilities can b
e daµaged on your property.   T
his will strictly be advised    
      throughout  Town that we µ
ake sure that trees are not pla
nted    over sewer lines, or tha
t we did  not invade other servi
ces that    are placed within th
e right-of-waysuch as fiber o
ptics, gas lines,   etc.  With coo
rdination we will    work close
ly with the Scouts,     and this 
will truly benefit the       Town
.  It is a long -terµ               repl
aceµent.  This was a           wond
erful find by Mike                Sta
llings, and we hope that it will

reverse the trend of µany year
s of taking trees down, with       
     resolving any situations in 
the     future. 
 
HISTORY AND RECENT           HI
STORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our Historical Coµµittee h
as begun to becoµe active we h
averealized one thing that we h
ave  been successful in retaini
ng        soµe of our long-terµ hi
story.  We have neglected that 
of recentyears.  Further, we re
alize that    our group of know
ledgable         people in Town ha
s dwindled.    People question µ
e quite often   that we have not 
placed in soµe µanner µore rec
ent history. I     reµeµber how I 
found Welaka, itwas over 40 y
ears ago.  It was    Thanksgivin
g, Friday in 1976. Mybrother-n
-law brought µe down, and intr
oduced µe to Welaka.  Inthat pe
riod of tiµe there would   be no 
condoµiniuµs, such as   Sports
µan's Lodge.  Florida had just
 recently passed a law           re
quiring exterior staircases on  
 all µulti-story buildings. Th
e big  talk at that tiµe was wha
t was    going to happen to Spor
tsµan    Lodge.  It is alµost iµp
ossible tobring this wooden st
ructure into  coµpliance.  Furt
herµore other areas, the Log C
abin was the     original Log Ca
bin, long prior to  reµoval of w
hat it is currently      today. S
hriµps was not here but the Wo
rµ Farµ was, but today   there 
are a few that still refer it to
the Worµ Farµ. The Burger       
Shack was on the corner which

   is now a vacant lot. The         
    HandyWay was in an older s
tore that was yet to be replac
ed.  
  
As you travel around Town yo
u  saw crab traps in the yard 
or      hoop nets.  It really was 
a quiet  Town that µany of us d
esire. In 1977 we did buy proper
ty that    we currently own.  We
 learned    µore and µore of the 
history in   the Town.  We tell p
eople to      wander through the 
Ceµetery    and ask us the stor
ies that you  wish to discover.
 Every gravesitehas history t
o it, whether current or histori
c. There were very few  streets
 paved.  Those that were paved 
were done by bridge,        roads 
and funds allocated by theCo
unty.  These were funds that h
ad been designated for              iµ
proveµents within the             M
unicipality.  They were very    
  liµited, but in great use in par
ts of the Town. Councilµan       
   Washington reµeµbers the       
benefit of those priµary uses. 
 
Utilites were nearly nil, the o
nly   thing at that tiµe was the 
          Sportsµan Harbor Utiliti
es.  As   you approach Sportsµ
an           Harbor, which is curr
ently our    Vacuuµ Station, the
 lot sodded was nothing but an 
open Sewer  Lagoon.  For the up
beat             developµent, the Sp
ortsµan      Harbor was suppo
se to be, it     was certainly an 
introduction to  drive past the 
Sewer Plant with  an open pond
.  It is a wonder      that we ever 
did progress            through tha
t area.  It was nearly  iµpossi
ble to drink the water in  Town, 
which µy wife discovered when 
she did a little due             dilige
nce.  Fortunately; we were abl

 

 



 

 

e to receive water froµ this    u
tility and as such we bought t
heproperty.  In the early 1980�
s,    Mayor Dollar approached
 Rural Developµent and  secur
ed waterfunding thoughout the 
Town.     However, µany of the l
ocals      were strictly against
 µandatory  hook-ups, and as 
such a             referenduµ was h
eld, and at thattiµe we lost $75
0K for our water iµproveµents
.  It took another    15 years to 
get back into anotherutility er
a priµarily in the east     secti
on of the Town.  With a       popu
lation that allowed funding   t
hrough grants the initiation fo
r  water and sewer was started
. It was necessary  to find wat
er a  µile and a half east of To
wn,     and that is why we have 
the       Citrus Circle Plant.   
 
Over the years we have slowl
y    progressed through our pro
bleµ.We, as well as others, re
alize      that we had found that
 which we all had sought; a qui
et, reserved little coµµunity.  
There was no   Lazy Days or W
elaka Village, butwe slowly p
rogressed, and it all  becaµe be
tterµent to the Town. During thi
s period of tiµe, we diddevelop 
the tax base that            allowe
d the tax to reµain            "cons
tant" due to the fact that wein
creased the Ad Valoreµ Base. 
More recently, we have gone     
 thru the recession, and we are 
   now currently looking forwa
rd.   At all tiµes, people have 
found   Welaka and µost had th
e saµe desire. The µain probleµ
 is that we no longer have the s
trong     µain core of predecess
ors that   reµeµber what the To
wn was inthe 70's, 80's and ear
ly 90's.  Wehave been very for
tunate in        progressing forw

ard without       undue tax burde
ns, or undue    µortgages. It is o
ur endeaveor    that we all enj
oy what we            currently ho
ld.   Lazy Days did   not coµe in
to exsistance withoutreluctan
ce.  We had µany         wonderful
 people that caµe        through.  
Lazy Days was the      beginning
 of a short-terµ            tendanc
y. No longer was it life-   tiµe, 
but a treasure that we         fou
nd in periods of our                ret
ireµent.  We realize that we   ha
ve a µuch faster turnover in    
the residents of the Municipali
ty, priµarily on those that ha
ve life   tiµe tendencies.  
 
As a result situations do chan
ge.We still atteµpt to µaintain 
long-terµ history as well as 
short-       terµ, that we reµeµb
er who we are and what our goa
ls are. Thebase of the Welaka 
Village, and  the developµent th
at they are in,allow us to hav
e one of the µost µodern areas 
that have been    developed to e
xtreµe                  infrastructure
. No longer do we  have shallo
w wells and septic     tanks.We 
have now one of the  µost envi
able areas of the         County. 
 As tiµe progresses, we need to 
continue, and we also    need a g
ood education prograµ.If you t
ruly want to be with us      lea
rn what we currently had       b
efore.  This is and can be a       
retireµent area, as well as an 
    area in which to raise faµili
es.    Putnaµ County is going to 
         iµprove.  You get as good   
       schooling as you deµand, a
nd    you get the services that 
you       push for.   
 
Let's µake sure that our histo
ry does not only consist of 10
0       years ago,  but it is of ye

sterday, last year and a few y
ears before.Reµeµber that we a
re in an era of tiµe where we ha
ve a very     sµall group that 
does reµeµber.People like Mar
tin Dunson will    not be around
 forever.  Like       Teµperance 
Barlow and others  that have 
lived through their       grandpa
rents' history and know  so µu
ch of this area.  We need   to ret
ain this flavor.  We do not   nee
d to becoµe just a "bedrooµ co
µµunity",  we need to know  wha
t was before us, and what    we 
currently have. We are only   
an hour away froµ the               
µetropolis of Northeast Flori
da.  Let's µake sure that we µa
intainthe Municipality that is 
Welaka.   It's wonderful for pe
ople to spendweekend tiµe with 
us.  We enjoythe casual reside
nts, as well as  all residents. 
 We ask everyone  to learn the 
history.  If you truly  are a hi
story buff, you are in an  area
 that should satisfy all of     
  these desires.  As stated, ther
e'sa thousand years of histor
y here.The river was here eons
 before. Enjoy nature's beaut
y.  Talk to   soµe that are stil
l with us.  Learnthe history, p
lease it µatters so µuch.  It sh
ould be that which    controls 
us. We are the piece     beyond t
he µetropolis.  Enjoy     yours
elf for the next several      µon
ths.  Make sure that you      be
coµe involved.  There are     wo
nderful residents in Town that 
would love to bring you up to   
   date on what Welaka is, was 
andwhat could be. Think about 
        planting that tree. Think a
bout    enjoying your tiµe here i
n         Welaka.  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

TOWN OF WELAKA 
ZONING BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019  

@ 5:30 P.M. 
WELAKA TOWN HALL 

1. The meeting was called to order 
by Finch at 5:30 p.m. 
2.  Roll Call:  Kevin Finch – 
present, Allen Rusek – present, 
Lenore Toole – present, Harriet 
Vanslyke – present, Les Thomas – 
absent, and Town Attorney Allen 
Scott – present. 
3.  Approval of Minutes of Meeting 
of December 11, 2018. Finch asked 
if any deletions, corrections or 
additions – there were none. Rusek 
made a motion to accept Minutes of 
Meeting of December 11, 2018, 
second by Vanslyke.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
4.  Old Business: none 
5.  New Business: Robert Trevor – 
Parcel Combination – Robert Trevor 
asked to combine three (3) lots into 
one (1) 304 Sportsman Drive: Parcel 
41-12-26-8792-0000-3030, 41-12-
26-8792-0000-3050, 41-12-26-
8792-0000-3040 are the parcels to 
combine.  Trevor presented a survey 
of all three (3) lots. Toole made a 
motion to allow the parcel(s) 
combination, second Vanslyke. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
6.  Request to Speak: none 
7.  Audience Participation: none 
8.  Rusek made a motion to adjourn 
at 5:32 p.m., second by Vanslyke.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF WELAKA 
CODE ENFORCEMENT 

MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019  

@ 5:45 P.M. 
WELAKA TOWN HALL 

1. The meeting was called to order 
by Finch at 5:45 p.m. 
2.  Roll Call:  Kevin Finch - present, 
Allen Rusek – present, Lenore 
Toole – present, Harriet Vanslyke – 
present, Les Thomas – absent, and 
Town Attorney Allen Scott – 
present. 
3.  Approval of Minutes of Meeting 
of December 11, 2018.  Finch asked 
if any deletions, corrections or 
additions – correct “second” above 
line 5.  Vanslyke made a motion to 
accept the “Corrected” Minutes of 
Meeting of December 11, 2018 as 
written, second by Toole.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
4.  Old Business: 10 North Street – 
Hooking into Town Sewer: John 
Karichkowsky stated that he was 
told that he had to hook up to Town 
Sewer, and it didn’t say the scope of 
the work.  Karichkowsky stated he 
was advised $1,100 to pay to the 
Town, which he has, and he is now 
advised that he needs a lift station. 
What he thought would cost $6K, 
will now cost $10K-$12K.  
Karichkowsky stated that he has a 
house in St. Cloud and is needing to 
sell it, and he doesn’t imagine that 
he will have difficulty selling.  
Finch stated that he knows that he 
wants to conform.  Toole asked if 
there are 3 (three) septic tanks, and 
Karichkowsky stated 4 (four).  

Toole asked what is he asking for.  
Karichkowsky stated that he is 
asking for a minimum for 6 (six) 
months to conform. Scott stated that 
in fairness, he thinks with this 
situation that there is a disclosure 
problem, and an extension could be 
made.  Toole stated that in August 
that she told the woman to put the 
money in Escrow to get it done, but 
she said no. Scott stated to develop a 
policy on non-compliance before 
sales. Toole made a motion that we 
give Karichkowsky 6 (six) months 
to do what needs to be done, and 
forward to Council to approve or 
disapprove, second by Vanslyke. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
5.  New Business: none   
6.  Request to Speak: none 
7.  Audience Participation:  none 
8.  Toole made a motion to adjourn 
at 6:07 p.m., second by Vanslyke.  
Motion carried 4-0. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

TOWN OF WELAKA 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019 

@ 6:30 P.M. 
WELAKA TOWN HALL 

1. The meeting was called to order 
by Mayor Sands at 6:30 p.m. 
2.  Invocation was given by Watts.  
3.  Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Washington.  
4.  Roll Call: Mayor Gordon Sands - 
present, Sam McGauley - present, 
Willie Washington - present, Jamie 
Watts - present, Jessica Finch - 
present, and Town Attorney Allen 
Scott - present.  
5.  Approval of Minutes of Meeting 
of December 11, 2018. Sands asked 

    

 

 



 

 

if any deletions, corrections or 
additions - there were none. Watts 
motioned to approve Minutes of 
Meeting of December 11, 2018, 
second by Finch.  Motion carried  
5-0. 
6.  Request to Speak – Marianne 
Milledge (239 Oak Ridge Drive) - 
Better Place Plan Report: Milledge 
stated that she attended the quarterly 
meeting of the Better Place Plan 
Oversite Committee in December.  
The BPP was passed by the voters 
in 2002 as a one penny sales.  Funds 
infrastructure needs in the County.  
The Committee consists of 15 
(fifteen) citizens who serve for 3 
(three) years.  Milledge stated that 
the Committee is responsible for 
certifying that projects are of a 
nature consistence with the BPP 
Ordinance. Breakdown of BPP 
money spent: 78.99% for 
Roads/Drainage, 10.82% for 
Economic Development/Structure, 
8.35% Public Safety, and 1.85% 
Recreation/Quality of Life. 
Pam Olson (292 Maxwell Drive) – 
Road Repair, etc.: (con’t). – Sands 
stated that we had postponed this for 
months, and we finally have results.  
Sands stated that during the 
weekend, using the County’s Traffic 
Counter, on Friday McClure Street 
had 448 counts, while Maxwell 
Drive had 148.  On Saturday, 
McClure Street had 621 counts, 
while Maxwell Drive had 205. On 
Sunday, McClure Street had 627 
counts, while Maxwell Drive had 
180 counts. Sands stated to Mrs. 
Olson that we have issued a work 
order to have the patch on her road 
taken care of.  Olson stated there is 
also a sinkhole on Maxwell Drive. 
Olson wanted to inquire about what 
Milledge was discussing about the 
Better Place. Watts stated for Olson 
to bring that up in audience 
participation.  Sands gave Olson a 
minute to speak on this, Olson asked 
about Better Place Account.  
Milledge stated that Better Place 
Funds are only for the County 
Roads.  Olson stated that we can get 

Better Place Money for Welaka.  
Watts stated we do have that.   
Isaiah Mills (992 Elm Street):  
Retention Pond & Dirt – Mills 
stated that the retention pond on 
Shell Street is overflowing, and then 
floods his property on 262 12th 
Avenue. Mills stated that when the 
highway is underwater, so is his 
property.  Mills stated that he called 
SJRWM and they stated that it was 
not their responsibility.  Mills stated 
there was dirt put on the road going 
to 270 12th Avenue, and that has 
caused the water to flood his 
property as well.  Sands stated that 
we are still trying to work with the 
County, Forestry, etc. to come up 
with a solution for the roads.  Scott 
stated that 12th Avenue is not a 
dedicated road to the Town of 
Welaka, and Mills would have to 
give the Town a right-of-way access 
to help resolve these issues.    
Charles Overturf (Supervisor of 
Elections) – Welaka Election 2019: 
Overturf stated to clear up any 
confusion, there are 2 (two) 
candidates running for the Mayor’s 
seat, and 3 (three) candidates 
running for 2 (two) Council seats. 
Overturf brought a “sample ballot” 
for each Candidate to ensure their 
name is on the ballot properly. 
Overturf stated that the Council 
needed to address who would be on 
the Canvassing Committee.  Watts 
made a motion to appoint Willie 
Washington, Jessica Finch, Sam 
McGauley, and alternate 
Temperance Barlow, second by 
Washington.  Watts added to 
appoint Jessica Finch as 
Chairperson, second by 
Washington.  Motion(s) carried 5-0. 
Overturf asked the Council if they 
were going to allow “vote by mail”.  
Watts made a motion to allow “vote 
by mail”, second by Finch.  Motion 
carried 5-0. Overturf mentioned the 
couple that had a provisional vote 
last year. Overturf stated that they 
are paying Town of Welaka taxes, 
and the in-town limits cuts in the 
middle of their property. Watts 

made a motion to allow Larry & 
Lou Peter (150 Paradise Drive) to 
vote in the Town of Welaka 
Election, second by McGauley.  
Motion carried 5-0.  
7.  Code and Zoning 
Recommendations: Finch stated that 
the Zoning Code Board forwarded 
an extension for 10 North Street to 
hook into the Town sewer. Full 
disclosure, during the sale of this 
home, was not specific on this issue.  
The Code Board has authorized, 
with Council approval, the property 
owner 6 (six) months to hook up to 
the Town sewer with giving the 
Council updates every month on 
where he, the property owner, is at 
with this. McGauley made the 
motion to give 10 North Street a 6 
(six) month extension to hook into 
the Town sewer system, with 
monthly updates to the Council, 
second by Watts.  Motion carried 5-
0.  McGauley motioned a minor 
amendment to the Code 
Enforcement Ordinance that 
clarifies actions/remedies with “less 
penance cases”, second by Watts.  
Motion carried  
5-0. 
8.  Utility Matters: none 
9.  Town Matters: 
Mayor Sands Report: Springfest – 
Sands stated that the 21st Annual 
Springfest is February 15th and 16th, 
2019.  Sands mentioned not to 
forget the Chili Cook-Off, and the 
Cake/Pie Contest. 
Tree Planting – Sands stated that 
we have received numerous trees to 
plant, thanks to Mike Stallings.  The 
trees are being planted at the Sewer 
Plant, and we look forward to the 
progression. 
Councilman McGauley Report: 
none  
Councilwoman Finch Report: none 
Councilman Washington Report: 
none 
Councilman Watts Report: Watts 
motioned that for the Springfest, any 
food vendors need to have a valid 
food handlers license, without that 
license no one is permitted to sell, or 



 

 

give away food, second by 
McGauley.  Motion carried 5-0. 
Watts stated that an exception to the 
motion is the Chili Cook-Off, and 
the Cake & Pie Contest, second by 
McGauley.  Motioned carried 5-0. 
Watts recommended that on the 
“request to speak” it needs to not be 
vague with “etc”. The “request to 
speak” needs to be specific.  
10.  Audience Participation: none 
11.  Police Matters: none 
12.  Attorney Matters: none 
13.  Watts made a motion to adjourn 
at 8:03 p.m., second by McGauley.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Saturday March 9, 2019 
GFWC Woman's Club of Welaka 

will host it’s Annual Golf Tournament 
@ The Oaks Golf Club. 

Scramble, Captain's Choice 
Prizes closest to the hole for  

Men & Women. 
Club Member $40 
$50 Non-Members 

Sign up forms received by  
February 22, 2019. 

Received 7 extra raffle tickets for great prizes. 
A Golf Putting Contest this year for prizes. 

Forms at the Oats Golf Club & Welaka Woman’s 
Club on Tuesday, 

Dee’s House of Beauty on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday, 

or Town Hall Monday through Friday. 
For more information call Dee Craft at 386-546-

2754. 
Please save the DATE!!!!! 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 

              
          
       
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 


